Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 05428 121839Z 
43 

ACTION INR-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO CIAE-00 NSAE-00 RSC-01 PRS-01 

USIA-15 DODE-OO DRC-01 /054W 

059108 

R 121528Z APR 74 

FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7828 

INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD BY POUCH 

AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

AMCONSUL MUNICH 

CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 5428 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, UR, US, CA 

SUBJECT: WITHDARWAL OF KOMMUNIST, ISSUE 3 

REF: STATE 072464 

1. WESTERN EMBASSIES HAD STORY THAT KOMMUNIST NO. 3 
WAS WITHDRAWN AT MOSCOW UNIVERSITY. EMBOFFS CHECKED 
SEVERAL LOCAL OUTLETS AND COULD NOT FIND ISSUE 3 ON 
SALE. EMBASSY SUBSCRIPTION COPY ARRIVED IN FRIST WEEK 
OF MARCH. U.S. JOURNALIST CALLED EDITORIAL OFFICE FOR 
EXPLANATION OF LATE DELIVERY OF HIS COPY AND WAS TOLD 
WITH EXPRESSION OF BEWILDERMENT THAT ISSUE WAS PRINTED 
ABOUT 10 DAYS BEFORE. 

2. WE ARE STILL IN THE DARK, HOWEVER, REGARDING THE 
REASON FOR THE REPORTED WITHDRAWAL. WE AGREE THAT 
TSVIGUN IS CLOSELY LINKED WITH BREZHNEV AND IS ONE 
OF HIS MEN IN KEY POSITION IN KGB. THIS FACT, PLUS 

APN TRANSLATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE REVIEW IN 
QUESTION (REFTEL), CASTS DOUBT ON HYPOTHESIS THAT IT 
WAS THE TSVIGUN BOOK REVIEW THAT CAUSED WITHDRAWAL 
OF THE ISSUE. THE HARD-LINE LANGUAGE IN THE REVIEW 
ABOUT FOREIGN AGENTS AND GOALS OF INTELLIGENCE 
SERVICES IS NOT UNUSUAL COMING FROM THE KGB, 
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(WE NOTE THAT LITERARY GAZETTE REVIEWED THE BOOK ON 
FEBRUARY 27.) 

3. THERE MAY HAVE BEEN SOME OTHER REASON FOR WITHDRAWING 
THE ISSUE. WE COMBED OUR COPY FOR OTHER POSSIBILITIES 

BUT COULD FIND NONE. IT IS OF COURSE POSSIBLE THAT AN 
EXPURGATED ISSUE WAS DISSEMINATED, INCLUDING TO US. 

ANOTHER POSSIBLE CLUE IS DISMISSAL OF CHIEF EDITOR 
A.G. YEGOROV IN MID-JANUARY, WHICH ALSO IS UNEXPLAINED. 

4. THE EMBASSY HAS NOT YET OBTAINED TSVIGUN'S BOOK, 

WHICH APPARENTLY CAME OUT IN LIMITED EDITION. WE ARE 
ON THE TRAIL OF A COPY WHICH WE CAN BORROW. WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT REUTERS RECENTLY RAN A STORY ON BOOK. 
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